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STANDING ORDER 40 — PERSONAL EXPLANATION 
Statement 

HON PETER COLLIER (North Metropolitan — Leader of the Opposition) [6.29 pm]: I will not take too 
long; I will not monopolise the time of the house. Madam President, I seek your guidance on clarification of 
standing order 40, “Personal Explanation”, which states — 

(1) When there is no business before the Council, a Member may, by leave, explain a matter of 
a personal nature. 

I acknowledge that. Members require leave of the house to provide that personal explanation. My understanding 
of that standing order is that it provides a member an opportunity to make a personal explanation, not to make 
a statement on an issue relating to a minister’s ministerial responsibilities. If someone feels that they have been 
impugned or that their character has been defamed in some way, they use that as an opportunity to make a personal 
explanation. 
On several occasions the Minister for Regional Development has used standing order 40 to make an explanation 
regarding her portfolio responsibilities. I was always led to believe—I was certainly given this advice when I was 
a minister—that the opportunity to make those explanations was through either a ministerial statement or, 
alternatively, a member statement. Members may like to consider this. I would have thought that it is not an 
appropriate use of the house’s time to raise issues relating to ministerial responsibilities under standing order 40. 
I seek advice on that from you, Madam President, at a later stage. 

The PRESIDENT: I take that on board. I will go back and look at what occurred today, in particular, because 
I know that the minister made some comments about what had been alluded to. I will have a look at some earlier 
Hansard as well before providing a response. 
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